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An Extrait of a Letter of July 28, 1675, by Mr. Lifter from
York to the Publifber ; containing fome Obfervations about
Damps, together with fome Relations concerning odd Worms vo-
mited by Children, &c.

SIR,

Shall Tranfcribe for you a Letter, I had very lately from M
I Fellop ; which isas followeth:

As to what concerneth Damps, 1 fhall give you a brief ac=
countof what is generally faid and believed.  If you find any
thing worth a further enquiry, if you pleafe co {end your Que-
ries, Iwill endeavourtogetthe beft informatiornIcan. There
are four forts common in thefe parts,

The firft is the Ordinary Sort, of which I need not fay much,
being known every where 5 the external figns of its approach
are the Candies burning orbicular, and the flames iefiening by
degrees until it quite extinguifh ; the internal,fhortnefs of Lrearh,
I never keard of any great mnconvenience,whichany one fufier’d
by it, who efcaped fwooning. Thofe that fwocnaway, and ef-
cape an abfolutefuffocation, are at their firft recovery tormentcd
with violent Convuifions, the pain whereof, when they begin to
recover their fenfes, caufeth them to roar exceedingly.  The ore
dinary remedy is ro diga hole inthe earth, and ‘ay themon their
bellies, withtheir mouthsinity if thatfail, they tunthem ful of
good Ale; but if that fail,they concluce them defperate. | have
xrown fowe, who have been recovered after this manner (when
fyme of their Compani.nsat the fame time have died) that told
me,they found themfelves very weil withinalittiewhileafier they
had recovered their fenfes, ard never afier fourd themfelves the
worfe for it,

They ca'l the {econd fort the Peafe-blosm Damyp, tecaufe, as
they fay, it fmeils like Peafe-tloom, They tell me, italwayes
comes in the Suminer time, and thofe Groves are noe free, vhich
are never troubled with any cther fort of Bawpe. 1 never
neard thacit was mortal the fcent perhaps freeing them from the
dangerof a furprife : Buriy reafoncf it, many good Groves
lieidleat the beftand moft vrofi-abic time of the year, whenthe
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{ubterraneous waters are at the lowelt. They fancy, it proceeds
from the multitude of Red Trifoil-flowers, by them called
Honey-fuckles , which with the Limeftone Meadows in the
Peakedo much abound.  Sr, W, Petty’s duplicate proportion
+ See this Difcourfe of + might perhaps render this {cent fenfible
rvhis S;‘ozt&; printed 0y at a great diftance, efpeciaily in a narrow
S, pareiny 1674 Cavern, but fcarcely intolerable, or as they
find it, walignant.

The third is the ftrangeft and moft Peftilential of any, ifall be
true which is faid concerningit. Thofe who pretend to have
feen it (for itisvifible) defcribe it thus: Inthe higheft part of
the yoof of thofe paffages, which branch out from the main
Crove, they often fee a round thing banging, about the bignefs of
a Foor-ball, covered witha skinof the thicknefs and colourcfa
Cobwet : This, they fay, if byanyaccident, as the {plinter of
a Stone, or the like, itbe broken, immediately difperfeth it felf,
and fufiocares all the company. Therefore to prevent cafuaities,
asfounas they have efpied it, they fay, they have away, by the
kelp of a ftick and a long roap of breaking it at a diftance ; which
dene, they purifie the place well by fire before they dare enter it
again, [ dare not avouch the truth of this ftory inall its circum-
frances, becaufe the proof of it feems impoflible, fince they fay,
it killsall thac are Jikely to bear witnefs toall the particulars:
Neither care I deny, but fucha thing may have been feen hanging
on the roof | fince [ have heard many affirmit.  Perbaps the ge-
neral Tradition they haveamongft them, hathmade them aferibe
ail ftrange and furprifing effe@ts unto this caufe, They are not
without areafon forit, whichisnactaltogether irrational, if the
ma:ter of fa¢t be true ; for they fay, the fream which arifes from
their bodiesand the candles, afcends unto the highelt part of the
Vau.t, and there condenfeth, and in time hath a fi. me grows raund
about it, ard at length corrupting becomes peftiential : Thus
rave | heard many of our under-ground Thi'cf)phers difcourfe.

The fourthwhich they alfo call a Damp (although how pro-
perly, I'will not now argue)is that vapour, which being touched
by their Candle prefently takes fire and givinga crack likea Gun
produceth the like efle&s, orrather thofe of Lightning. A Fel-
lox, they commonly call Debby Leech, isat this day a fad exam-
ple of the force of oneof thofe blalts in Hafleberg-hills, having
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his arms and legs broken, and his body firangly d:ftorted-
C:pt. Wain told me, he faw one of them in a Bloomery near
Penifton, But I fhall fay no more of them, becavfe [ have
juft now fuch an opportunity of informing my fe!f about this
matter , as I amnever liketo have againaslongas I live, For
at Winger[worth,two miles beyond Chefler field, within this month
er five weeks , a Cole-pivof Sr. F. Humblocks hath been fired
fsur times by this vapour, and hath hurt four feveral Men. I
will notfend you the particulars, becaufe I intend to fend you
them, when I can do it of mine own knowledge; aifo I re-
ceived a Relation of it from thofe who ffoke with fome of the
wounded Men. [ pray you furnifh me with @ueries upon this
Subje&; for it being an accident common to all Countries

although not very often happening inany one, I fhouid be ve-
ry glad to make the beft improvement I could of my prefent
opportunity.

= | give you two other Relations, which feem toine
net common,

A Girle in Sheffield about eight months old was furprized
with violent vomiting Fits , whichheld her for about a week,
and made her fo weak, that her Parents began to defpair of her
recovery. They at length fent for Mr. Fifber , who chanced a-
mongft other things to fay , Worm-wood was good for the Sto-
mach. He going home to fetch things proper on that occafion,
they in the mean time offer’d her fome Wormwood-Ale, which
fhe took fo greecily, that the fwallowed dovn a pint of ir.
Mr. Fifber at his return found her vomiting, and fhe vomited
up in his prefence three Hexapodes, of this bignefs and fhapes
(See Fiz. 2.) allvervadive and nimble. The Girlein a fhort
time recovered , and was well.  Mr. Fifber in the afternoon
brought the Hexapsdes to me; we killedone of them with try-
ing Experiments uponit. I remembring, 1 had feen fome very
like them , which devoured the skins of fuch Birdsas I kept
dried for Mr. Willoughby, | gave either of the furviving Hexa-
podes the head of a-fhining Atricapella , which in about five
weeks time they eat up, bones, feathers and all, except theex-
tremities of the feathersand thebeaks, I defivirg to fee, what

Fff they
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they wou'd turn into, gave them a piece of Laras, but that, it
feems, agreed notfo well with them, for they died within two
daies.

I have cften been puzled to giveanaccount of thofe Phano-
mena, whichare common'y called Fatry-Circles 5 1 have feen
wany of them, and thofeof twoforts, one fort bare, of feven
creight yards diameter, mwaking a round path fumething more
thanafoot broad, with greengrafs in the middle; the others
like them, but or feveral bigneffes, and encompaffed with a
circumference of grafs, about the fame breadih, much frefber
and greener than that in the middie,  But my worthy Friend
Mv. Halker, a Man not only eminent for his skill in Geometry,
but inall ocher Accomplifhments, gave me fuil fatisfa@tion from
Lisown Experieace. [t washischance one day, to walk out
among{t fome Mowing grals (in which be had been buralittle
while before,) after a great ftorm of Thunder and Lightning,
which feemed by the noife and flafhes to have t.een very near
him.  He prefently ebferved a raund Circle, of about four or
five yards diameter, the rim whereof was abouta foot bread,
newly burnt bare, as the colour and brittlenefs of the Grafi-
roo'scid plainly teftifie.  Heknew notwhat to afcribe it unro
but the Lightning, which, befides the odd capricios remarkable
in that fire in pavticuar, mighe without any wonder, Iike all
cther Fires, move round , and burn more in theextremities thar.
themidd.e. Afcer the Crafs wasmowed, thenext year it cams
up more frefh and green inthe place burnt, than in the middle,
and at mowing time was much taller and ranker.  Thus far Mr,
Fefi.ps Letter 5 1 fhall cnly add,. that you will much oblige
him toaflift him with fome Queries about the fulminating Damp
¥ such Oueriesas With what convenieat fpeed you can. +
are here defired
#.¢ plvecdy difpatched away, with Fipes, thiywill flo tly receive an anfwes

As to the vomiting of ftrange Worms, I give you a late n-
ftance not unlike that in this Letter ¢

ASonof Mr. B, living not far off Rippon, about nine years
of age, in the month of February laft was affliGed with grear
pain in his Stomach, and continual Vomitings. A Powder was
given, wherein was a finall quantity of Mercurins dulcss.  He

there-
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thereupon vomited up feveral frrange Worms , two of which
were brought to me at York, the one dead, the otheralive, and
whichlived many daiesafter it came-to my hands, andmight
have lived longer, butthat I put it into Spirit of Wine, to
preferve it m its true fhape.  Thefe Worms were very Cater-
piliars with fourteen legs, wiz, fix finall pointed, the eight
middle ftumps , and the two hind clafperss fomething more
than an inch long, and of the thicknefs of a Ducks-quill, thin
haired or rather naked, with brown asnuli, and a black head.
The very fame for kind that I have many times feen on Plants,
and no doubt, thefe (as thofe others) would in due time (if the
place had not hindered ) have fhrunk into Chryfalis's, and
changed into Moths.  As alfo thofe mentioned by Mr. Feffop
would have changed to Beetles.

1 am,
Sir,

Tour moft bumble Servant.

Fffa Some
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